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New Master's Degree program from
WGU Missouri prepares studentsto
meet the challenges of big data
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Nonprofit, online university will offer Masters of Science, Data Analytics

St. Louis— (November 17, 2016) Datais growing in complexity and volume, leaving
organizations overwhelmed and scrambling to find the sophisticated tools and
techniques needed to harness its value. Demand for high-level experts who cannot only
manage data, but also leverage it to provide actionable insights, has surged to
unprecedented levels.



To help address the growing demand, WGU Missouri has launched a new Master of
Science Data Analytics (MSDA) degree. Designed in collaboration with industry
experts, the MSDA Program provides experienced professionals with the advanced
training they need to grow their careers and tackle the most complex challenges posed
by Big Data.

The MSDA, offered through WGU Missouri’ s College of Information Technology,
focuses on both data management and analysis, with coursework structured around data
mining, manipulation, interpretation, programming, and communication/visualization.
The online, competency-based program builds on students’ existing knowledge of data
management and anaysis, helping them earn Oracle SQL Expert, Base SAS, and
Business Analyst with SAS certifications while earning their degree.

Students in the MSDA Program will have access to all of the advanced statistical and
data mining software they will need in an online sandbox environment, enabling them to
complete hands-on exercises and labs. Tuition for the program covers industry-standard
toolslike R, Python, SAS, Tableau, MySQL, and Excel, which can be accessed on-
demand through the WGU student portal.

“Organizations are being inundated with unprecedented quantities of data, driving the
need for highly qualified professionals to manage and interpret it in ways that enable
positive change,” said Dr. Myles Vogel, National Director of WGU’s Collegeof IT.
“We' ve worked closely with industry expertsto design an MSDA program that will
provide our students with the critical skills and certifications they will need to make a
real impact in the workplace.”

The MSDA, like all WGU Missouri programs, is online and competency-based, which
allows working professionals to apply what they already know to move more quickly
through their coursework. WGU Missouri’ s competency-based model allows students to
study and learn on their own schedules, completing courses as soon as they demonstrate
proficiency in the subject matter. Along with affordable tuition of about $6,000 per year,
WGU Missouri’s model provides the flexibility to earn an accredited degree on abusy
schedule.

About WGU Missouri

WGU Missouri is acompetency-based, online university created to expand access to
higher education for Missouri residents. The university offers more than 50
undergraduate and graduate degree programsin the fields of business, K-12 teacher
education, information technology, and health professions, including nursing. WGU
Missouri faculty members serve as mentors, working one-on-one with students, offering
guidance, support, and individualized instruction.
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Established through a partnership with nationally recognized Western Governors
University, WGU Missouri is open to al qualified Missouri residents. The university is
nonprofit and self-sustaining on flat-rate tuition of about $6,000 per year for most
programs.

Degrees are granted under the accreditation of Western Governors University, which is
accredited through the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU).
Teachers College programs are accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE), and nursing programs are accredited by the Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE*).

More information is available at missouri.wgu.edu or by calling 855.948.8493.
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