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GLEN CARBON - Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois (GSSI) is pleased to announce that 
Kaitlyn Barnett from Troy has earned the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest award a 
Girl Scout can receive. 



For her Girl Scout Gold Award project, called , Kaitlyn wanted the Camp for Everyone
wheelchair bound Girl Scouts and other members of her community to be able to fully 
enjoy camping and outdoor activities.  Kaitlyn took on several projects at Camp Torqua 
in Edwardsville.  She added a rock trail and sidewalk that connected the lodge to the 
restrooms.  In addition, Kaitlyn installed a concrete ramp to the campfire ring and a 
threshold for the restrooms at the area known as Pumpkin Patch at the camp.

Through her Girl Scout Gold Award project, Kaitlyn learned valuable life skills that she 
will be able to use throughout her life.  “Through this project, I have learned that I am 
filled with an abundance of patience and determination,” said Kaitlyn.

Kaitlyn is the daughter of Thomas and Melissa Barnett.  She is a junior at Triad High 
School.  Kaitlyn has been a Girl Scout for 11 years.

The Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest award a Girl Scout can earn, recognizes a Girl 
Scout's commitment to excellence as she develops skills and values to meet present and 
future challenges in her life.  To earn the Girl Scout Gold Award, a Girl Scout Senior or 
Girl Scout Ambassador must design and carry out a project that fulfills a need within a 
girl’s community, creates change, and is sustainable.  The project must be completed 
with a suggested minimum of 80 hours of work.  Only about 5 percent of eligible girls 
earn the prestigious Gold Award.

Today, Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. is the largest voluntary organization for girls in the 
world.  Its sole focus is to meet the needs of all girls (ages 5-17) from diverse racial, 
ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds.  Today’s Girl Scouts not only enjoy camping 
and crafts, but they also explore math and science and learn about diversity, good 
citizenship, leadership and teamwork.  Girl Scouting is the place where girls experience 
the fun, friendship and power of girls together. 

Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois is a not-for-profit organization supported by various 
United Ways throughout the region.  Girl Scouts is a Proud Partner of United Way.  For 
more information, please call Tricia Higgins at 618.242.5079.


