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EDWARDSVILLE - Southern Illinois University President Randy Dunn addressed 
the state of the system Tuesday in the Morris University Center’s Meridian Ballroom on 
the Edwardsville campus.

Dunn said Illinois seems to be in the midst of a grand reshaping of the state-university 
covenant, but he believes all campuses in the SIU system will remain viable for years to 
come. He pointed to instituting structural changes on campus rather than waiting to 
change, because a “new normal” is likely.

He emphasized that SIU leaders need to address how the University can effectively 
deliver upon its mission in light of state budget decisions, and that it is good for the 
University to review internally. Future success will require strong and stable leadership 
at the campus level, and the fortitude for all campuses to manage reasonable risk.

Dunn said institutional distinctiveness will be an asset, particularly as students have 
more options and are considering how an institution meets personal educational needs. 
Retention and graduation rates will become more important in conversations with the 
community, legislators and potential students, particularly if the trend will be toward 
performance-based funding. Additionally, universities need to underscore public service 
for both the good of the community and as an educational foundation for students.

 “We have no more clarity today than we did a year ago on how this gamesmanship is 
going to play out,” said Dunn, in regard to the state budget crisis. His stated purpose was 
not to prescribe plans to the individual campuses, but provide a broader vision for SIU’s 
future.

“We’ve always been able to navigate our way, to figure out our way to the next day, the 
next year,” said Dunn, as he advocated for administrative systems that facilitate 
nimbleness rather than slowing innovative processes.

Dunn expects there will be a different approach with the state’s level of funding for 
higher education. That assumption is based on his experience with on-going policy 
discussions about the future of Illinois higher education, as well as changes to the 
relationship with the state that have already occurred because of the budget impasse.

Dunn discussed possibilities might include the consolidation of certain duplicative 
degree programs offered at state institutions, and a possible shift to performance-based 
funding for universities. Dunn explained his call for innovation should not be viewed as 
a sign of retreat.



Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high quality, 
affordable education that prepares them for successful careers and lives of purpose to 
shape a changing world. Built on the foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and 
enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the academic preparation 
SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our 
communities better places to live. Situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful woodland atop 
the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and 
only a short drive from downtown St. Louis, the SIUE campus is home to a diverse 
student body of more than 14,000.
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