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$15.6 million for AmeriCorps programs
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32 grantees will place almost 1,600 AmeriCor ps volunteersin communities

SPRINGFIELD — The Serve Illinois Commission on Volunteerism and Community
Service (Commission) today announced approximately $9.2 million in Corporation for
National and Community Service federal grantsto almost 1,600 volunteersin 32




AmeriCorps programs to better serve lllinois communities. An additional $6.4 million
will support education awards for the volunteers after their service is completed.

“This year we were able to leverage enough federal funds to expand AmeriCorps' reach
Into new counties throughout the state,” said Serve Illinois Executive Director Scott
McFarland. “AmeriCorps memberswork every day to support thousands of Illinoisans
in need including 425,000 disadvantaged youth and 10,000 veterans and military family
members. These volunteers are going to change the lives of hundreds of thousands of
Illinoisans.”

These federal grants will be used for servicesin Illinois, including tutoring and
mentoring at-risk youth, preparing communities to respond effectively to emergencies,
feeding those in need, providing legal support services, reentering incarcerated
individuals into their communities, and improving youth and adult literacy. The
Commission, a part of the lllinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), administers the
AmeriCorps programsin Illinois.

“While they serve others, AmeriCorps members also expand opportunity for themselves
— gaining the skills, experience, and college money to help jumpstart their careers,” said
Bill Badl, director of AmeriCorps. “We are looking for men and women of all ages who
want to serve and make a difference for their country.”

AmeriCorps members dedicate a year to helping communities meet their unmet
economic, education, health, public safety, and environmental needs. Members may
receive amodest living allowance, student loan deferment, and training. Members who
successfully complete their service receive an educational award of up to $5,775 to help
pay for college, graduate school, vocational training, or to pay off student loans.

Since 1994, 33,000 people have volunteered 45 million hoursin Illinois through
AmeriCorps. Those hours equal more than $1.1 million in community impact.

Servelllinois AmeriCorps Programs.
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Serve lllinoisis a40 member (25 voting and 15 non-voting), bipartisan commission
appointed by the Governor and administered by IDPH. Its mission isto improve lllinois
communities by enhancing traditional volunteer activities and supporting national
service programs. The commission supports local community-based efforts to enhance
volunteer opportunities and the administration of Illinois' AmeriCorps program. For
more information on the Serve Illinois and AmeriCorps, visit www.Serve.lllinois.gov.



