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(Busch Stadium) Following the St. Louis Cardinals win on Thursday afternoon, starter 
Jaime Garcia entered the clubhouse and stopped with a confused look upon his face. It 
wasn’t based on the game–he threw a scoreless 7.0 innings and allowed only two hits as 
the Cardinals beat Philadelphia 4-0. The pause was due to the music–an attempt to 
celebrate Cinco de Mayo.

 

“Somebody picked it and they were playing like ‘fake’ Mexican music,” explained 
Garcia, who adjusted the selection. “I went up there and was like if you want play some, 
I’ll play the real stuff–the stuff that I like.”

For those who may have been unaware, today actually isn’t the Mexican equivalent to 
the United States celebrating the Fourth of July.

“Cinco de Mayo–I don’t know if you guys know, but it’s not even that big of a deal in 
Mexico,” Garcia explained. “It’s like we won a battle, but our big days are September 
16th and November 20th. Those are the big days.”

It’s been like that for Garcia ever since he’s been in the United States, whether it was in 
Texas or St. Louis. And he’s happy to celebrate his country regardless of it being a big 
holiday or not.
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“I think it’s just more of–don’t get me wrong, I guess it’s more of an excuse for people 
in the States to drink margaritas and eat Mexican food,” he said. “But for me, there’s no 
special meaning behind Cinco de Mayo.”

Garcia improved to 2-2 on the season and lowered his afternoon earned run average to 
1.61 at Busch Stadium. By contrast, it is 5.06 in evening games.
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