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EDWARDSVILLE - Cem Karacal, PhD, has been recommended as the new dean of
the Southern Illinois University Edwar dsville School of Engineering after a national
search. Karacal has served as interim dean since December 2015. His permanent
appointment is contingent upon SIU Board of Trustees approval.

Karacal, professor and former associate dean in the School of Engineering, replaces
Hasan Sevim, who retired in December 2015 after serving as dean for 10 years.

“1 am impressed by Dr. Karacal’s commitment to SIUE and the School of Engineering,
and | look forward to our continued work together,” said Denise Cobb, SIUE interim
provost and vice chancellor for Academic Affairs. “It is clear to methat heisastrong
advocate for the School, and his collegiality and collaborative approach are highly
valued. He has spent his entire SIUE career working to assure that the School is
recognized for the powerful educationa opportunities offered to its students and the
significant impact of its faculty scholarship in the field and the region.”

“He exemplifies the teacher-scholar model and will infuse those values into his
leadership of the School,” Cobb added. “He thoroughly understands how to be a student-
centered teacher, afact that was recognized when his colleagues twice nominated him
for the SIUE Teaching Excellence Award. He is also an accomplished scholar with
more than 30 refereed scholarly publications. His professional record illustrates the
powerful synergy that can be realized when these activities are connected.”

“1 am counting on the support of the School of Engineering family to not only maintain
the momentum gained in every front over the recent years, but also take us to new
heights in educational and scholarly achievements,” Karacal said. “Our main focusisto
exceed the expectations of our students and prospective employers by becoming the
most preferred engineering school in this region.

“Through the dedication and collective effort of everyone in the School, we will create a
welcoming environment for the academic and personal development of our students,
faculty and staff to the fullest extent. | strongly believe that the best days of the SIUE
School of Engineering are yet to come.”

Karacal joined the SOE faculty in 1993 and has served in several School and University-
wide capacities. Heisthe principal investigator for the five-year, $830,000 National
Science Foundation STEP grant. The grant’s goal is to improve engineering graduation
rates at SIUE via a holistic approach that includes mathematics enrichment sessions,
mentoring, tutoring and student engagement. He is also a member of several engineering
professional and honor societies, such as the American Society for Engineering
Education (ASEE), Institute of Industrial Engineers (11E), Tau Beta Pi and AlphaPi Mu.



During the last six years, Karacal has emerged as aleader within the SOE serving as the
associate dean and director of the cooperative PhD program in engineering

science. Previoudly, he led the industrial engineering program. During that time, he
helped devel op the master’ s program in industrial engineering and served as the
graduate program director during the program’sinitial years.

“Dr. Karacal is an outstanding scholar and an excellent teacher,” said Stephen Hansen,
SIUE interim chancellor. “He cares passionately about education and isaleader in
thinking about how we will educate engineering studentsin the future. | am pleased that
he will be shaping the future of SIUE’s School of Engineering and raising itslevel of
excellence.”

Karacal was aso instrumental in the development and implementation of the highly
successful partnership between Istanbul Technical University and SIUE. The industria
engineering dual diploma program began in 2007 and is the only one of itskind in
industrial engineering in Turkey and the U.S.

During histenure, Karacal has played important roles on campus by coordinating the
Excellence in Undergraduate Education program for four years and serving on the
Undergraduate Research Academy Review Board for 10 years. The 2+2 agreements the
School of Engineering established with local community colleges during his tenure as
the associate dean set the standard for similar agreements.

Karacal recently coordinated the accreditation of six School of Engineering programs

for the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET). In addition, he

helped secureinitial ABET accreditation for SIUE’ s industrial engineering programin
2008.

The SIUE School of Engineering offers one of the most comprehensive and affordable
engineering programs in the St. Louis region with eight undergraduate degrees, five
master’ s degrees and a cooperative doctoral program, all housed in a state-of-the-art
facility. Students learn from expert faculty, perform cutting-edge research, and
participate in intercollegiate design competitions. Companies in the metropolitan St.

L ouis area provide students challenging internships and co-op opportunities, which
often turn into permanent employment. All undergraduate programs are accredited by
their respective accreditation agencies.
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