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 –   issued the following CHICAGO Speaker of the Illinois House Michael J. Madigan
statement after Tuesday’s election results:



“Yesterday, voters in the Democratic primary election made it very clear they want 
representatives in the State Capitol who will stand up for middle-class families, children 
and the elderly, not turn their backs on them. I’m honored to have again received the 
trust and support of the voters of the 22nd District, where they rejected a candidate who 
received his financial support from a number of Republicans and those aligned with the 
governor’s belief in how government should be run.

“Voters in the 5th Representative District clearly were unhappy with Ken Dunkin’s 
record, how he turned his back on the elderly, children and families struggling to make 
ends meet, his failure to follow through on promises he made, and his association with 
Bruce Rauner and the governor’s allies. Also, a message was sent that spending more 
money does not translate into electoral success. The millions spent by Ken Dunkin, 
IllinoisGO, the Illinois Opportunity Project and others – an effort that significantly 
outspent the Juliana Stratton campaign – did not persuade voters because their views do 
not reflect the views of middle-class and struggling families.

“As Speaker, I have consistently and successfully worked with Republican governors to 
find common ground on issues important to moving the state forward. I am prepared, as 
I have been for the last year, to work cooperatively and professionally with Governor 
Rauner to address the most important issues facing our state today. However, the 
gridlock that we are experiencing stems not from a difference in political parties, but 
from the governor’s insistence that we focus on his agenda attacking middle-class 
families, rather than making the budget deficit his priority. Over the last year, you will 
find the times that the governor and the Legislature were able to work together, such as 
the passage of a measure to free up billions of dollars in federal funds and rejecting cost 
of living adjustments for lawmakers, is when the governor was willing to put aside his 
agenda that hurts middle-class families and work directly with the Legislature on the 
most important issue at hand.

“With the clear message sent by voters Tuesday, I am hopeful we can use this 
framework moving forward to implement a state budget and work together to get things 
accomplished for the people we serve.”


