RIVERBENDER.COM

-LOOD PHOTOS:. Emergency
personnel provide safety tips,
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watersrise

by Brittany Kohler, Content Manager
December 29 2015 4:30 AM



ALTON —Itisno new news that the rain has been falling constantly for days now. The
creeks are swelling and the river continuesto rise, causing flood conditions in many
parts of the region.

Emergency personnel are working diligently to rescue those in danger from the quickly
rising waters and taking all the precautionary measures needed to ensure the safety of
the people and structures within the flood plane.



“We arejust trying to stay ahead of the game and see what happens,” said Steven
Kochan, President of the Wood River Levee District. “We are coordinating with
everyone and all the emergency personnel in the area are helping and working together
to do what we can.”

The Wood River Drainage and Levee District covers 26 miles of the levee aong the
river and Kochan says they are doing everything they can to stay ahead of the game by
closing flood gates, getting sand bags ready and monitoring the flood levels.

“We have seven pump stations being manned and we are working to keep ahead of the
rain,” said Kochan. “If it would just stop raining, it would make all thisalot easier. |
have never seen aflood like thisin December.”

Flooding typically occurs during the spring months and many are not accustomed to
battling the flood in winter, so the cold temperatures only add to the severity of the
conditions.



“The problem we are facing is that we are not use to having aflood in the wintertime,”
said Jersey County Sheriff Mark Kallal. “As the temperatures go down, we are facing
more problems and trying to stay ahead to prevent more damage. It is very wet and very
windy so the less people are out, the safer they are.”

Emergency personnel urge the pubic to stay indoors as much as possible and to use
caution if driving is necessary.

“It's nasty out there, be sureto stay inside,” said Kallal. “If you absolutely have to get
out, be cautious of where you are driving and do not drive on unmarked roads,
especially ones that you are not familiar with. Chances are it will be flooded and there is
agreat chance of your car being swept away.”

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AT MEL PRICE (ALTON) LOCK AND DAM

Universal Time (UTC)

3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z 3Z
Apr 25 Apr 27 Apr 29 May 1 May 3 May 5 May 7 May © May 11 May 13
33 . I . I : I . I _ I . I . I . I . I

37 [T
Latest ohserved value: 16.93 ft at 930 PM |

CDT 29-Apr-2024. Flood Stage iz 21 i

30

28 - .
26 : 254 ft
24

22 G2

20 7 action: 19.0 nf
18 16.93

16

Tailwater (ff)

14
12

10 +

B T T : T T T T T T
iopm  iopm  10pm  10pm  10pm  10pm  10pm  10pm  10pm  10pm

Viled Fri Sun Tue Thu Sat Mon Viled Fri Sun
Apr 24 Apr 26  Apr 28 Apr 30 May 2 May 4 May & May 8 May 10 May 12
Site Time (CDT)

---- Graph Created (10:11PM Apr 29, 2024) —%— Observed —s— Forecast (issued 9:37PM Apr 29)

|ALN12(pIDtting HTIRG) "Gage 0" Datum: 395 04 | |Dbser'.ratinns courtesy of US Geological Survey

View all current water levels around the region.



http://www.riverbender.com/waterlevels?utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

The RiverBender.com Media Team isworking to provide the latest infor mation on
theregion'sflood conditions and road closures. Stay tuned for moreto come. Like

our Facebook Page which sharesthe most frequent stories photos, videos and press
releases for your convenience.
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