RIVERBENDER.COM

Man faces 30 yearsin prison for charge
In Jersey County
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JERSEYVILLE - Matthew E. Brown was given a sentence of no less than 30 yearsin
prison for a Predatory Criminal Sexual Assault chargein Jersey County, which has a
recommended sentence of 6 to 60 years.

Brown was given the sentence by ajudge on Monday afternoon in Jersey County.



The charge read that on or about 2009 through Feb. 26, 2015, in Jersey County Matthew
E. Brown committed the offense of Predatory Criminal Sexual Assault of achild, in that
said defendant who was 17 years of age or older, committed an act of sexual penetration
with Jane Doe, a minor, who was under 13 years of age (from approximately the age 6
yearsto 12 years of age)...

“1 was very happy with the sentence today of Mr. Brown,” Jersey County State’'s
Attorney Ben Goetten said. “He will serve at least 85 percent of that sentence of 30
years and have a mandatory supervised released of parole.”

A statement for the victim was read at the impact part of the sentencing, and Goetten
said it was very moving and he was extremely proud of the person for coming up.

“It was a good opportunity for the victim to express how she felt about what happened,”
Goetten said. “1 am very proud of her for coming up. The person is avery strong
individual.”

Goetten continued and said, “| have very little to say about this case because this
defendant quite frankly doesn’t deserve the thought it would take to put into it. Matthew
Brown isamonster. He repeatedly and systematically raped achild for a period of six
years.

“1 would rather comment on the strength of the victim in this case who has the heart of a
lion. | have seldom met a happier, more well adjusted kid. To have gone through the
things this child has endured and still manage to get straight A’sin school and wear a
smile on her face is something to see. This young person has avery bright future ahead
and | truly hope she leaves that terrible period of time in the past and become the person
we all know sheis capable of being.”



